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Energize Bridgewater is a community‐wide initiative to 
accelerate the transition of our community toward a 
“local energy economy”.  

Started in the summer of 2016, the 18‐month initiative 
will result in practical energy demonstration projects, 
new partnerships, and increased knowledge and 
ski l ls. The community’s shared vision and 
commitments will be recorded in a Community Energy 
Investment Plan that will provide practical financial 
tools that will make energy solutions more affordable 
for residents, businesses, and organizations. 

Energize Bridgewater 
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The Energy Partnership 

A learning and action program for local businesses and 
organizations that will encourage innovate energy solutions 
and increase the collective knowledge of energy 
sustainability.  Workshops every 2 months, and 
stewardship of the Living Energy Laboratory. 

The Living Energy Laboratory 

A solution incubator to create actions within our community 
to support education, capacity building, entrepreneurship 
and new business ventures, collaboration and social 
mobilization. Examples may include a solar panel buying 
co-op, an energy training program for businesses, 
community-managed energy micro grants or loans, and 
other creative concepts. 
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New Local Investment Tools 

In order to transition to a 100% renewable energy 
economy, our community will need on the order of $1 
billion over 35 years ($30 million per year).  We will 
identify where that money will come from, and how it can 
generate a financial return for those investing. Local 
investment mechanisms will be designed, resulting in 
significant economic development potential. 

 

Culture & Behaviour Change Assessment 

A conscious effort to study and reshape the local “energy 
culture”.  Developing a culturally-informed communications 
strategy that builds on positive cultural narratives and 
motivators to act will increase the uptake and success rate 
of sustainable energy solutions.  
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Comprehensive Energy & Economic Modelling 



Thank you! 
 
 

Leon de Vreede, Sustainability Planner, MCIP, LPP 
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